ONIAL CLOTHES

Around 1776, clothes not only looked different, but they were made
out of cloth that is not used much today. The colonists knew how to
make cloth out of plants and wool from their farms.

Coats, vests, and hats were usually made out of wool.

Even during the summer, men wore their wool coats when
walking around town. You might think they would be very hot,
but wool is a good insulator and it actually kept them cool.

The wool also helped them stay warm in the winter.
Unlike cotton, wool holds warmth
even when it’s wet.
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Riflemen were frontiersmen who explored and hunted in the vast forests
far from the colonies. They were used to camping and always on the move.
They usually wore breeches (short pants), a linen hunting shirt, leather

or wool leggings (to protect against briars), a hat, linen hunting frock (coat),
and usually moccasins instead of shoes. The frock had a large cape

around the shoulders to keep them dry in the rain. A pouch for
their supplies was called a haversack.
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